
THE FAIRFAX COUNTY SPECIAL INSPECTIONS PROGRAM 
 

 
SIFC-2000  10/01/2003 - 13 - 

CHAPTER 1 
THE FAIRFAX COUNTY 

SPECIAL INSPECTIONS PROGRAM 
 
 

SIFC-101 INTRODUCTION 
 
SIFC-101.1 Special inspections required. The Fairfax County Special Inspections Program 
(formerly called the Critical Structures Program) was established by the Fairfax County Board 
of Supervisors in 1973, after the collapse of a 26-story concrete structure under construction, to 
monitor high-rise construction projects in Fairfax County. Since 1973, the Program has evolved 
to encompass all major commercial construction projects, and major residential construction 
projects other than single-family homes and townhouses. The Special Inspections Program is 
administered by the Fairfax County Critical Structures Section (FCCSS) of the Commercial 
Inspections Division (CID), Land Development Services (LDS), Department of Public Works 
and Environmental Services (DPWES). 
 
Following the program developed in Fairfax County, special inspections were first incorporated 
into the Building Officials and Code Administrators International, Inc. (BOCA) National Building 
Code, and adopted by the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (VUSBC) in the 1990 
edition. BOCA is now part of the International Code Council, Inc. (ICC), and special inspections 
are part of the ICC International Building Code. 
 
The new Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code edition, effective October 1, 2003, 
(VUSBC(2000), or VUSBC), incorporates and amends the ICC 2000 International Building 
Code, including portions of the 2001 and 2002 ICC Supplements (IBC-2000, or IBC). Revisions 
have been made to the building code requirements for special inspections. 
 
SIFC-101.2 Content. This document, Special Inspections: Implementation in Fairfax 
County - 2000 Edition (SIFC-2000), implements the requirements of IBC-1704 Special 
Inspections, et. al., as amended by the VUSBC. The SIFC-2000 includes excerpts of technical 
requirements of the VUSBC, IBC and their referenced standards, the policies and procedures 
underpinning the Special Inspections Program in Fairfax County, and descriptions of the roles 
and responsibilities of all parties involved in special inspections. Procedures of the Special 
Inspections Program in Fairfax County are identified by “SIFC-mm.nn” section numbers. 
VUSBC and IBC excerpts are identified by “VUSBC-mm.nn” and “IBC-mm.nn”, respectively.  
 
This SIFC-2000 is only to be used in conjunction with the VUSBC(2000) and IBC-2000. 
 
Construction for which a permit application is submitted after October 1, 2003 shall comply with 
the provisions of this SIFC-2000, except when construction documents for proposed 
construction were substantially complete prior to the above date and a permit application is 
submitted within one year after the above date. In such cases, construction shall comply with 
either the provisions of this SIFC-2000 or the previous Special Inspections: Implementation in 
Fairfax County / 1996 Edition. 
 
SIFC-101.3 Special inspections and materials testing. The Special Inspections Program is 
based on the engineering and industry standards adopted by the Virginia Board of Housing and 
Community Development as a part of the VUSBC. These standards are promulgated by 
nationally recognized organizations such as the American Iron and Steel Institute (AISI); the 
American Institute of Steel Construction (AISC); the Portland Cement Association (PCA); the 
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National Concrete Masonry Association (NCMA); the American Concrete Institute (ACI); and 
the Brick Industry Association (BIA). The requirements for special inspections and materials 
testing contained in the VUSBC(2000) and these standards can be categorized as follows: 
 

• Inspections and testing to substantiate adequacy of the fabrication process, e.g., quality of 
pre-manufactured steel beams. 

• Inspections and testing to substantiate adequacy of construction materials and their 
installation, e.g., strength of cast-in-place concrete. 

• Inspections and testing to substantiate adequacy of site construction techniques, e.g., 
protection of concrete during cold weather periods, quality of field welding of structural 
connections, etc. 

 
The above standards do not specify who should perform special inspections. The VUSBC gives 
localities in the Commonwealth two options: utilize municipal code enforcement personnel; or 
allow a firm independent of the contractor to provide required services. In creating the Special 
Inspections Program, the latter alternative was chosen for several reasons: 
 

• This alternative provides scheduling flexibility and minimizes delays during the 
construction process. A contractor does not have to wait for County inspectors to proceed 
with each stage of construction. 

• With the increased level of inspection services provided by a licensed professional, the 
probability of structural failure is reduced. 

• Owners realize cost savings by retaining the engineering firm they deem most qualified to 
respond to unforeseen circumstances, abide by the owner's construction schedule, and 
provide special inspection and testing services. The cost of the inspection and testing 
program is borne directly by the owners of buildings rather than the County. 

 
SIFC-101.4 Purpose. The purpose of the SIFC-2000 is to: 
 

• Clearly define the responsibility of all parties. 
• Standardize building code application and implementation. 
• Provide for an orderly and systematic approach for updating standards which apply to the 

Special Inspections Program. 
• Apply the Special Inspections Program uniformly throughout Fairfax County. 

 
The SIFC-2000 has chapters and procedural outlines identifying the purpose, team members’ 
responsibilities, time requirements, and scope of various construction activities. The SIFC-2000 
applies throughout the life of the project, and a copy of the SIFC-2000 shall be available at the 
job site from the time of the FCCSS preconstruction meeting through final inspections prior to 
occupancy. 
 

• At the preconstruction meeting, parties to the meeting shall sign an acknowledgment of 
the Statement of Special Inspections (SSI) which identifies the special inspections 
requirements for the project. 

• The provisions of the SIFC-2000 do not relieve any participant from the proper 
performance of work according to contracts, approved plans and specifications, 
compliance with the VUSBC and IBC building code requirements, and the applicable 
federal and state safety regulations. 

 
SIFC-101.5 Alternative inspection methods or material tests. Proposals for alternative 
special inspections procedures, or alternative testing methods, after review and approval by the 
appropriate RDPs, shall be submitted to FCCSS, which will review and approve or disapprove 
such proposals on a case by case basis. Substantiation of equivalence to the minimum 
requirements of the Special Inspections Program and this SIFC-2000 shall be provided. If such 
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proposals include or require requests for building code modifications, the provisions of SIFC-
101.6 shall also apply. 
 
SIFC-101.6 Building code modification requests. Requests for building code (VUSBC or 
IBC) modifications shall be separately submitted to the building official for consideration on a 
case by case basis in accordance with the provisions of VUSBC-109.2. If such requests include 
or require alternative special inspections procedures, or alternative testing methods, the 
provisions of SIFC-101.5 shall also apply. 
 
SIFC-101.7 Program revisions. Revisions to the Special Inspections Program are issued on an 
as-needed basis: 
 

• Each page shall carry the date of issue as a means of identification. Revisions to the 
SIFC-2000 resulting from VUSBC revisions by BHCD shall become effective immediately 
upon issuance. Other proposed revisions shall be advertised for public comments before 
implementation. 

• A cover letter transmitting the new or revised pages shall clearly identify the 
implementation date and shall indicate where the revisions are to be inserted into the 
SIFC-2000. 

 
 

SIFC-102 THE SPECIAL INSPECTIONS ENGINEER OF RECORD 
 
SIFC-102.1 Special inspections services. Under the Special Inspections Program, the 
Owner of a building (or the Owner's duly authorized representative) shall retain an independent 
registered professional engineer (RDP) to be the Special Inspections Engineer of Record 
(SIER) who provides special inspection services as required herein, including responsibility for 
the services of an inspection and testing agency which shall meet the requirements of ASTM 
E 329. Both the SIER and the inspection and testing agency shall be independent of the 
contractors performing the work requiring special inspections. The SIER and the inspection 
and testing agency are subject to County approval. The role of County staff is to confirm that 
the work of the SIER and the inspection and testing agency complies with the requirements 
of the Special Inspections Program and this SIFC-2000. 
 
The SIER (referred to as “special inspector” in IBC) shall conduct special inspections in 
accordance with the requirements of the VUSBC, IBC and this SIFC-2000. At the completion of 
the project, the SIER shall prepare a final report of special inspections for review and approval 
by the SER, AR and/or GER, as appropriate, which shall then be submitted to FCCSS for 
review and approval, prior to final building inspection approval and issuance of a 
Non-Residential Use Permit (Non-RUP). 
 
 

SIFC-103 THE STRUCTURAL OR GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER OF RECORD 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL STAMP 

 
SIFC-103.1 Stamp on documents. All construction documents, and fabrication and erection 
documents, required to be reviewed and approved by the SER or GER (the AR if the AR is also 
the SER or GER) shall bear a review / approval stamp conforming to this section. The 
requirement for review and approval, and the format of the review / approval stamp, is in 
addition to the seal and signature requirement for documents required to be prepared by RDPs.  
 
Each individual document shall bear the review / approval stamp of the RDP or be otherwise 
individually identified as being reviewed and approved. Submission packages of documents 
may be accompanied by an index sheet bearing the review / approval stamp and signature of 
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the RDP and specifically listing the documents, and dates thereof, to which the review / 
approval stamp and signature apply. Subsequent submissions of revised documents shall be 
reflected on the index sheet. 
 
SIFC-103.2 Format and language. The stamp shall contain language as shown in the 
examples of acceptable formats. The stamp has three parts: 
 

• (Mandatory) Results of the review in specific terms, with corresponding instructions. The 
words or phrases "Approved", "Approved as Noted" or "Approved as Corrected", and 
"Disapproved" shall appear. Words or phrases such as "Reviewed", "No exception taken", 
etc., are not acceptable. The word "fabrication" can be interchanged with the word 
"construction." 

 
• (Optional) Clarification statements to explain the scope or qualify the results of review. The 

text most commonly used by engineering firms includes provisions that the approval is for 
general conformance with the design intent and the contract requirements, or that the 
reviewer does not assume responsibility for fabrication or construction processes, or that 
the contractor is responsible for coordination of trades and satisfactory execution of the 
work. 

 
• (Mandatory) Signature and date lines. The signatory area shall be completed. 
 
 

APPROVAL FOR GENERAL COMPLIANCE WITH 
STRUCTURAL CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 

[   ] APPROVED Fabrication may proceed as shown. 

[   ] APPROVED AS CORRECTED Fabrication may proceed based on corrections indicated. 

[   ] APPROVED AS CORRECTED Fabrication may proceed based on corrections indicated. 
RESUBMIT FILE COPY Correct submission and resubmit for record purposes only. 

[   ] DISAPPROVED Fabrication may not proceed. Correct submission for further 
review. 

[   ] REVIEWED FOR INFORMATION Approval not required. Accepted for information purposes 
only. 

Approval is for general compliance with the structural contract documents only. This approval assumes no 
responsibility for dimension, quantities and conditions that pertain to fabrication and installation or for processes 
and techniques of construction. The Contractor is responsible for coordination of the work of all trades and the 
performance of this work in a safe and satisfactory manner. 

 

BY  _____________________________________ 

 

DATE  __________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
(NAME OF COMPANY) 
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APPROVAL FOR DESIGN CONFORMITY 

[   ] APPROVED 

[   ] APPROVED AS NOTED 

[   ] REVISE AS NOTED AND RESUBMIT 

[   ] REJECTED/RESUBMIT AS SPECIFIED 

[   ] FURNISH (     ) CORRECTED COPIES 

Notations do not authorize changes to contract sum. 

Submittal was reviewed for design conformity and general conformance to contract documents only. The 
Contractor is responsible for confirming and correlating dimensions at job sites for tolerances, clearances, 
quantities, fabrication processes and techniques of construction, coordination of his work with other trades and 
full compliance with contract documents. 

 

BY  _____________________________________ 

 

DATE  __________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
(NAME OF COMPANY) 

 
 
 

APPROVAL FOR DESIGN CONCEPT 

[   ] APPROVED Final approval. Fabrication may proceed on work as shown. 

[   ] APPROVED AS NOTED Fabrication may proceed on the basis of corrections indicated. 

[   ] DISAPPROVED Fabrication may not proceed. Revisions shall be made and 
submitted for further check. 

Approval is only for conformance with the design concept of the project and compliance with the information 
given in the contract documents. The contractor is responsible for dimensions to be confirmed and correlated at 
the job sites, for information that pertains solely to the fabrication processes or to techniques of construction, 
and for the coordination of the work of all trades.

 

BY  _____________________________________ 

 

DATE  __________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
(NAME OF COMPANY) 

 
 






